
W
IN

S
T

O
N

C
OUNTY SELF HELP COO

P
E

R
A

T
IV

E

S
A

V
IN

G
R

URAL AMERICA • WCSHC FOUNDED
IN

19
8

5

™

GREENSBORO ECHO
THE VOICE OF RURAL  AMERICA
SUMMER | JULY 2009 | FIRST EDITION  

WCSHC YOUTH GROUP EDITION

WCSHC Youth gave me a tomato plant. 
They set it out for me. I start watching 

it. Every day I would look at it. One day I saw 
a bloom and I was so excited. The next thing, 
there was tomatoes on the vine. I was so 
happy. I called Jean Harper and told her it 
was blooming and have tomatoes on it.  As I 
watch that tomato plant, I thought I wanted 
to grow just like that tomato plant. It made 
me feel good. So, I wanted to do something 
to make someone feel good about their self.  
Just like I am watching that tomato plant 
somebody is watching me.  I want to let my 
light shine so people can see Jesus in me. 
Glory be to the Father which is in heaven. 
That tomato plant is a blessing to me. I want 
to be a blessing to others.

          I Love You, WCSHC.
                Myrtle Thompson
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(SAVE THIS DATE) Saving Rural America Conference
January 8-9, 2010, at the Louisville Coliseum
Louisville, MS.  More information is forth coming.

www.wcshc.com

Myrtle Thompson received a tomato plant from the WCSHC Youth Group.
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Announcements

For more WCSHC Youth Group info log 
on to www.wcshc.com

(SAVE THIS DATE) Saving Rural 
America Conference January 8-9, 2010, 
at the Louisville Coliseum-Louisville, 
MS. More information is forth coming.

Point of Interest

WCSHC Youth, Zoria Norton, Mrs. 
Harper (leader), Ms. Cooper and Rev. 
Jackson spoke on the radio station. The 
station was W.E.T.S. (where We Elevate 
the Soul). The host was Mr. Emilio.  We 
talked about obesity and how we can 
stay healthy. We took questions from 
the audience about our WCSHC Youth 
Group. It was a great experience even 
though we were nervous at one point. I 
think we would like to do it again.

•

•

•
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Plantation Tour
By Taracious Carter, Dylan Nicholson, and Chris Mays 

WCSHC Youth toured Johnson 
Plantation in Arkansas. Sitting on 
the plantation was a big yellow 
antebellum home. We found out 
different facts about the house. I t was 
built in 1858 through 1859. I t had an 
upstairs and downstairs with many 
rooms. The doors of the home were 
over 10 ft.  tall.  One thing of interest 
was an old stove made in 1805. The 
invention of the cotton gin is one 
reason that slavery lasted so long. A 
slave from another plantation came 
up with the idea. Eli  Whitney later 
called it his own. We built a walkway 
for a garden. We also learned about 
the budget cuts that are coming up. 
The larger organizations should help 
fund smaller organizations.

Center-Rory Fraser, PhD

YOUTH GROUP NEWS

Rory Fraser came to our meeting in 
June with Frank Taylor. Rory spoke on the 
importance of forestry in our community. He 
talked about the products that trees produce 
and trees as a source of heating and cooking. 
Rory enlightens us that being in forestry is a 
good job where you get to travel and meet 
a lot of people. He also encourage the youth 
to get an education.

By Brittany Foster

WCSHC Youth 
Attends Abstinence 
Summit

Abstinence Summit was held at Jackson’s Coliseum

“Abstinence Works Let’s Talk About It” 
was the theme for the summit. It was 
held at the Coliseum in Jackson.   The 
conference consisted of talented teens 
and adults from all over Mississippi. There 
was a great motivational speaker, “David 
Mahan”.  He stressed how hard it would 
be if you became a teenage parent. He 
knew firsthand how it felt, because he 
became a parent at a very young age. 
The conference was very enlightened for 
the teens and adults. We enjoyed it very 
much.

By Zoria and Casandra Norton    

Mid America 
Science Museum
By Kiaa Haynes 

On Thursday, June 18, 2009, the 
WCSHC Youth Group visited the Mid 
America Science Museum in Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. Upon entering the 
museum, we were given a briefing of 
the tour. There was a ride for children 
and adults which were called the 
Simulator. It was lots of fun. We were 
able to build projects out of different 
types of blocks. There was also a carve 
tunnel that took you through different 
adventures.

   The last and most exciting thing 
was seeing the big colorful fish in the 
outdoor stream. We were able to feed 
the fish, watch them come above water, 
and eat the food we gave them.   



W
CSHC Youth hosted its’ first 
Forestry Camp at Legion 
State Park. We open with 
a prayer by Ebony and a 

welcome by Dylan. Mayor Moe Yarbrough 
gave greetings to all that attended. 
Sandra Jackson got the group adrenalin 
going with some icebreakers to get us 
going for the day. 

Our Forest Presenters were:
 Bill Kitchen –  He taught us about 

forestry and wildlife in our state. 
Mississippi is the number one leader in 
tree farms in the nation.  He also stressed 
the importance of safety in the forest. 

Joelette Crawl – We learned that trees 
are a lot like humans. They both need 
oxygen and they both can get sick 
because of diseases. She showed us some 
“tree cookies”. This gave us the chance 
to determine how old each tree was by 

WCSHC Youth Holds Forestry Camp
counting its ring. You are to count the 
light and dark ring as one.

Brenda Keen – She presented being 
Fire Wise. We discussed different ways 
of preventing fires. She told us that we 
needed at least 30 ft. defensible space 
around your home in case of fire. We were 
also told to make sure the area around our 
home is kept clean in case of wildfires.

Mike Skipper – During this activity we 
had a chance to identify trees by their 
leaf and some by their bark. Some of trees 
we identified were redbud, pine, oak and 
gum.

Joseph McCain – He gave each of us a 
newspaper to look for errors in the paper. 
We did fine some. Everyone had to write 
a sentence about the Forestry Camp. Two 
was chosen and they were published in 
the Winston County Journal. 

Sandra Ford – She talked with us about 
getting a good education. She also told 
us don’t ever let anyone tell you that you 

By WCSHC Youth Group
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MS State Extension’s Mike Skipper shows the Youth Group how to identify trees by their leaf and some by their bark.

can’t achieve your goals. Always do your 
best.

   Our great outdoors ended with a tour 
to the Noxubee Refuge at Bluff Lake. We 
had a chance to stand out on the peer 
to look out over the lake for alligators. 
Mike Skipper took us on a nature trail.  
Also on the trail were Sandra Jackson 
and Joelette Crawl. We had a chance to 
really get a feel of the great outdoors. 
Fighting off the, heat, mosquitoes, and 
dodging the poison ivy and poison oak 
was a challenge. Mike Skipper had us 
to identify trees such as pine, sassafras, 
sweet gum, holly, and myrtle. We also 
learned the value of pine, oak, and gum 
is to the economy.

This forestry camp taught us 
about natural resources, social skills, 
teamwork, tree identification, leadership 
development, the economy, and getting 
a good education. All of these techniques 
is going to help “Save Rural America.”
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Point of View 
Everybody wants to play on a winning team to enjoy the high-

fives and receive congratulations from their adoring fans and 
celebrate the ultimate victory. I watched a poise Los Angeles Lakers 
Team destroy an upstart Orlando Magic team in 5 games with sheer 
determination to win a championship. The Lakers out-manned and 
out-worked an unassuming Magic Team to conquer their record 
setting 15th National Basketball Association Championship. You 
would say, “What does this has to do with the Winston County Self 
Help Youth Group?” As I reflected and recounted, WCSHC Youth 
Group’s Achievements in the first five months of 2009, I realized 
this group has been working fervently to ascertain a championship 
in rural America. WCSHC Youth Group accumulated an impressive 
resume of work to improve the quality of life in east central 
Mississippi through developing team chemistry. This team’s formula 
helped conduct 35 meetings, young ladies and mothers’ Summit, 
forestry camp, spring cleaning day, kids in the kitchen, culminated 
with planting of the youth garden. WCSHC Youth Group may not 
win a national championship; however, they are forming character 
and discipline to win the ultimate race of life through hard work 
and dedication. Yes, I believe WCSHC youth members have fire 
in their bellies.

Frank Taylor, Team Leader 

Heifer International Conference

On June 13, WCSHC and youth participated in Heifer International 
South Central Project Partners meeting. It was held in Lake Village, 
Arkansas. Louisiana’s field coordinator, Emily King welcomed project 
members and visitors on a hot and sultry Friday afternoon. Emily 
informed members of the pending budget cuts, which will reduce 
South Central Office personnel and staff. Each group was asked to 
focus on their short and long term goals. Emily encourage project 
members to brainstorm, create individual fundraisers and continue 
passing the gift of animals to needy families, communicate, share 
ideas and work together during this crisis. Roger Jones, previous 
leader of South Central Project gave words of encouragement in 
asking them to continue to help save rural America.

     During a tour of Lake Port Plantation, the youth learn the steps of 
laying bricks for a walkway to surround an herb garden. This will be 
a permanent part of plantation recognition. The plantation serves 
as a museum focusing on the transition from slavery to tentative 
farming. The restoration will allow us to experience plantation 
life from owner’s viewpoint and enslaved laborers, who help built 
and made it thrive. I would like to thank Mr. Carnell Washington, a 
retired History teacher from Baton Rouge, Louisiana. He took the 
time to talk to our youth from whence we came and educational 
values of life.

By Jean Harper, Youth Leader

Thought For The Month 
 
“Therefore all things 
whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do 
even so to them: for this is 
the law and the prophets”. 

Matthew 7:12 
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Father’s Day is a day when we 
give honor to our fathers. My 
father’s name is Larando Metts. 
He lives out of town. I don’t 

get to see him that often, but I talk to 
him every chance I get. Even though my 
father does not live with me, God has 
given me two wonderful grandfathers. 
Their names are Billy Metts and Elder Joe 
Idom. They have taken the place of my 
father. They are here when I need them. 
They give me all kinds of guidance in the 
right direction. There are times when I 
may get out of line which sometimes 
I do. Grandpa Billy will say, “Look here 
man what’s going on with you and let’s 
reason this out.” My grandpa Joe has 
a meeting every Monday night for all 
young men at our church or in the area. 
We get together to talk about things that 
are going on in our lives. I enjoy going 
because I have learned so much about 
becoming a young man. My grandfathers 
are both believers in God to the highest 
power. Even though my father is not with 
me every day, however, I still have two 
wonderful grandfathers to fill the spot. 
I look at them as Real Fathers and Real 
Men. I thank God for them.

Happy Father’s Day
By Chadwick L. Metts

Natural Resource 
Camp

Monday: I learned that male ducks are 
brightly colored than female ducks. I also got 
to see two labs named Koda and Weo. They 
were doing a hunt on decoy ducks in the 
water well lake at Noxubee Refuge, which 
was awesome. In my group were Maggie, 
Trevor, Travis, and Felicia. We had to do a GPS 
scavenger hunt to find things. Then we went 
to the Wise Center, which is the Veterinary 
Center. And you couldn’t believe what I had 
and wanted to do. I help perform necropsy, 
which is an examination of a dead animal. 
I did one on a dead young buck. It was 
inspiring, because I enjoyed doing it.

Tuesday: We went canoeing and I saw 
four American alligators. It was hard at first 

By Danielle Harris

because the current of the lake was taking 
Asia and me another way from where we 
were going. Then we went to a swampy 
area where the smell was awful to the bone. 
We had to catch crawfish for our supper 
that night. It was fun but stinky. After that, 
we went to another lake to catch any living 
things that lived in the water. My partner and 
I caught tadpoles, water bugs, a frog and a 
black spider. We went to visit a woodpecker’s 
home, but he wasn’t in. I learned that the 
male woodpecker an stay in the nest but 
the female get kicked out. Then we went 
swimming at the Sanderson’s Center which 
was awesome.

 Wednesday: We had the choice to go 
fishing or hiking. I chose to go fishing, 
but didn’t catch anything. Then we had a 
Forestry Field Day where we speakers come 
and talk to us about their careers in forestry 
and wildlife. Then we went swimming in 
Choctaw Lake which was a lot of fun.

Thursday: We went to the deer pen and 
saw white tail deer. I had a chance to see a 
doe give birth to triplets. Then I met a cougar 
named Fancy, cute and wild. After that we 
graduated which was fun and sad at the 
same time. I met some really great people 
and learned a lot. I am glad I went because I 
made some good friends and will miss them 
dearly. I would love to go back next year. 
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SPECIAL  THANKS
TO ALL OF OUR PARTNERS

Winston County Self Help Co-op
Federation of Southern Co-ops
Mississippi Forestry Commission
Mount Moriah Baptist Church
Mississippi State Extension Service
Winston County Extension Staff
Mississippi Association of Co-ops
United States Forest Service
City and County Officials
Johnny Roy Haynes

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

YOUTH GROUP CANDID SHOTS

Mrs. Curtis Bragg


